GE THEME COURSES

Overview

Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of
the Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections
relating to each specific theme.

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses
seeing approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme. Courses
seeking approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission
form for the chosen practice. It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline
will be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the
course, since the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the
course review and approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities,
specific theories, names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.

Accessibility
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another
format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66(@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412.

Course subject & number |PUBHLTH & MUSIC 3010

General Expectations of All Themes

GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more
advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal
theme. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or
cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500
words)

This class represents an advanced study of both opera and public health. For opera studies, the course will teach students
about representation of health and wellbeing through voice, staging, lighting, sound, and costume. Students will also learn
about how opera represents health in lyrics; for each opera featured in each module, students will read the libretto and focus on
how health is represented. Thus, the course goes beyond a simple teaching of composers, operas, music, etc.

For public health, this course teaches students how public health issues are viewed by society and represented in this art form.
Students will learn about history of the issues (e.g., tuberculosis) and what was known about it at the time an opera was written
(e.g., La Boheme in the late 19th century) and how the knowledge of the condition was portrayed in the opera. Thus, this
course goes beyond an introductory course where students would learn about public health issues in current day and
throughout history.

This course encourages students to explore how the intersection of the fields of music and public both represents society’s
understanding of an issue. Throughout the semester, students will write reflections and respond to essay questions that will
encourage them to deeply explore this intersection of opera and public health issues. Additionally, students will be asked to
reflect on and write about the music they listen to and how their favorite songs reflect what is happening in society, with a
particular focus on health and wellbeing. The final project requires students to select a public health issue and create an opera
that represents how the issue is understood by society during the period in which it is based (e.g., HIV during the early 1980's).




Course subject & number Opera & PH PUBHLTH & M

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-

700 words)

The course goals and activities to assess them are the following.

1. Summarize the historical and current issues related to the six public health themes explored in this course.
This goal is achieved primarily through the lab assignments and quizzes. The labs will provide students with an
opportunity to examine how the public health issues impacted population health at the time the selected opera
was written and in the present. Each “public health” lab will include an assignment that will encourage students to
understand the historical and present day context related to the issue. For example, when we discuss “race and
racism” in the first module, students will learn about the issues related to race and public health at the time Porgy
and Bess was written (1935) and now (in 2022). Quizzes will be completed after each module and will include
questions to examine understanding of the public health issue.

2. Describe how opera can effectively portray public health issues to an audience through lyrics, voice, acting,
costume, and staging.

3. Summarize how a composer can use text and basic musical elements to depict disease and death to an
audience.

These goals are primarily achieved through the lab assignments and reflections that are associated with the
“opera” weeks and the opera students will view in each module. In the labs, students will explore in detail how
voice, acting, music, lyrics, and setting features portray to the audience illness, despair, and death. For example,
in the module on respiratory conditions, students will be guided through activities where they will learn how to use
their voice and breath to demonstrate “healthy” vs. “unhealthy” breathing. Reflections will encourage students to
think about the entire opera experience and how it depicts the public health issue associated with the module.

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme.
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will

be met. (50-700 words)

Goal 2 of the course is: Describe how opera can effectively portray public health
Issues to an audience through lyrics, voice, acting, costume, and staging.

The activity that maps to this goal is the “opera project” that is the final project.
Students will engage in advanced scholarly exploration of the intersection of public
health and opera. Students will pick a public health issue that has not been
represented in an opera discussed in class. Then, they will propose an opera and
discuss why this issue is important, who the characters and voices will be, when will it
be set (e.g., 19th century, 20th century), and how the issue will be represented. This
will require students to conduct research on the issue and what was known about it
during the selected period. Students will also use the information they learned
throughout the semester on voice, libretto, and setting to create their opera.
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GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme.
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will

be met. (50-700 words)

This cross-listed course that has equal focus on public health and music will indeed allow
students to experience the public health issue from two different perspectives. The public
health perspective of the issue will focus on the science, the population burden, and the the
ways in which it is dealt with in communities. The opera/music perspective will focus on
representation and how the knowledge of the issue at the time was communicated to the
population through opera. The lectures, quizzes, lab assignments, reflections, and opera
project will all focus on the interdisciplinary perspective on public health and opera that this
course is taking.

This ELO is perhaps best achieved through the opera project where students engage with
out-of-classroom learning to select a public health issue and determine how it should be
best represented in an opera. The assignment encourages students to build on their current
academic understanding of public health and opera through the creation of their own opera.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.

(50-700 words)

The course goals are designed to encourage students to learn about public health issues (history, burden in
populations), opera details (composition, voice, staging), and the intersection of the two to represent how the
public health issue was understood by society at the time of the composition. The issues and operas will be
segmented into modules. For each module, students will complete readings, participate in discussions,
complete quizzes and labs, and view an entire opera and write a reflection. The reflections will encourage
students to explore how the public health issue is portrayed in the opera through voice, music, lyrics, lighting,
acting, costume, and setting. The class discussions and labs will help students learn how to experience operas
from many senses as well as understand how the public health is portrayed. During classes and some labs,
students will view clips from operas and then discuss them with the instructor, focusing on the public health
issue that is the focus of the module. Through this guided discussion with the instructor in class, students will
be able to develop critical thinking skills and then apply them in the reflections that will accompany each
module.

The culmination of this focused thinking on existing operas is the opera project whereby students will create
their own opera to represent a public health issue. Thus, the “new and challenging context” will be the novel
public health issue that is chosen for the opera project. Students will build on their learning throughout the
semester to create their own opera that represents a public health issue through voice, setting, and story.
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Specific Expectations of Courses in Health & Wellbeing

GOAL Students will explore and analyze health and wellbeing through attention to at least
two dimensions of wellbeing. (Ex: physical, mental, emotional, career, environmental,
spiritual, intellectual, creative, financial, etc.).

ELO 1.1 Explore and analyze health and wellbeing from theoretical, socio-economic, scientific,
historical, cultural, technological, policy, and/or personal perspectives. Please link this ELO to the
course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Health and wellbeing are explored through historical and cultural perspectives in this class. The
lectures and lab assignments that are focused on the public health aspects of the issue will allow
students to learn about the historical aspects of the issue. For example, during the module on
respiratory diseases, students will learn about the history of tuberculosis so that they can understand
how knowledge evolved over the past couple of centuries. Thus, control of tuberculosis also evolved
to the point where we are today with effective treatments. By comparing two operas that feature
tuberculosis (La Traviata and La Boheme), students will see how knowledge of tuberculosis changed
during the 19th century and this change is reflected by the characteristics of the character who is
affected (a courtesan in La Traviata and a woman living in poverty in La Boheme).

The cultural aspects will be explored primarily through the opera discussions in class, labs, and
reflections on the opera that students will watch as part of each module. Through an in-depth analysis
of the opera, students will learn how culture impacts society’s understanding of, and response to, a
public health issue.

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, or apply strategies for promoting health and well-being. Please link
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.

(50-700 words)

This learning outcome will be achieved through the class discussions on the opera
clips that students will watch during the "opera" lectures associated with each module.
Health and wellbeing portrayed by the characters, particularly the ones affected by the
issue being discussed (e.g., mental iliness), will be highlighted during the lectures.
Students will be encouraged, through their reflections, to link the public health
knowledge of the issue at the time the opera was written to how health and wellbeing
were portrayed by the characters in the libretto. The application of health and
wellbeing will occur when the students create their own opera. One requirement for
the assignment will be for health and wellbeing to be depicted in some way that is
relevant to the issue and period.
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